Portfolio Project



Your portfolio project is meant to display all of the skills you have acquired thus far in the course and to hint at how you might construct your project/topic in a format other than a paper.  You will describe how to define and locate sources on your topic and how you would organize those sources in a web page.  You will not be asked to actually construct that web page, as there isn’t enough time in class to discuss the technical mechanics of web page construction.  Your portfolio will address:

1. How to locate books both owned by Miami University Libraries, by libraries in OhioLINK and by other libraries.  You need to discuss what databases you used and how you performed your searches in them.  For instance did you do keyword or subject searches, use truncation, etc.  EXACTLY what did you put in to the database, what limits did you use, if any, and what were your results like.

2. How to locate secondary journal articles.  What indexes did you use and why?  What searches did you enter in them and what were your results.  Give an example of two articles that are typical and of good quality.

3. Suggest how to look for internet sites that will act as directories or indexes to other internet sites.  Discuss how you find them, through a search engine or a search directory.  Describe the search techniques you use and why you selected two of the sites that you did.  Do not include a site that is just a paper or a single text document.  Look for cites  containing  numerous links and provide some kind of organization to that information.  Cite two exemplary Internet sites.

4. Discuss the types of primary sources that would be available for your topic and how you would go about looking for them.  Think about who would be the producers and where those sources might be.  What sources would you use to find those primary sources?  Discuss those sources, and if they would be online databases, discuss how you would search within those databases.  Include a discussion on what might be on the Internet.  Cite three primary sources or likely sources of primary material.

5. Find  three reference resources that would provide background information on your topic.  This could be an encyclopedia, a biographical dictionary, an atlas.  

6. Design a web page.  While few people ever do, you should plan out the layout of a web page before   Talk about the entry page and how the underlying pages would be organized.  Include a diagram.

