Consider:

1. Audience – who is going to read this and what do you expect them to find.  Don’t overwhelm your audience with material.  

2. Layout –imagine your page in zones or boxes, decide what should be central to that page.  Newspapers do this – large headlines at the top, brief info on the front page, indepth inside. (which would be your under pages)

types of organization:  
alphabetical
chronological
geographical
topical
task – by function or software
audience – by level of reader
metaphor – use symbols for navigation

can use multiple techniques

3. navigation – both within a page and between pages

make your navigation persistant and consistant  -- on every page ie. in the same spot and use the same words/categories

make your clickable navigation, hyperlinks obvious

What every website must have:

· Biographical Information about the author

· Statement of Purpose

· Maillink for questions

· Last updatedate

· A title

Universal Big Mistakes

· Too much text

· Too little graphics 

· Too many graphics, too fancy or complicated layout – too many bells and whistles distract from the message, animation for instance can be annoying, some functions may not work on all computers, make your graphics have a function

· No substance – why would anyone believe you?

Qualities of a Good Historical Website:

· Sense of time  -- not just a bunch of dates, but the era 

· Sense of place – understand why and what happened HERE

· Sense of people – people make history and leave behind the artifacts that create evidence

