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Chapters:

Introduction:  The Nature of Historical Discourse or How Historians Communicate

Basic Types of Resources

Primary and Secondary Sources:  The foundations of historical research.  Qualities and uses of Primary and Secondary Sources.  Included will be a discussion of the scholarly review process that authors go through to have something appear as a book or in a journal.  Also included will be a checklist, with examples, on identifying primary sources.  Students will be exposed to the thought processes used in deciding who or what would produce the primary source, as well as how to decide its veracity and usefulness.  On the web could be an exercise to identify which of the sources are primary and which are secondary.  A second exercise would be to identify the producers of primary sources for  a given subject.

Laying the Foundations:  Secondary Sources

Reference Materials:  From subject encyclopedias to word orgins – how to find and when to use these sources.  A basic list will be provided, with a more extensive list on a web site.  An exercise on the web site will ask students to identify what type of resource would give them their desired information ie.  An encyclopedia, a dictionary, a map.


Historical Surveys:  Basic overviews of a country’s or period history can be useful for students to understand the framework for their research.  Highlights will include such sources as the Cambridge Modern History or the Cambridge History of China, etc.


Finding Books and using Catalogs:  Using a catalog locally and going global.  While online catalog interfaces vary from institution to institution, students will benefit from basic search strategies such as the difference  between a subject and a keyword search, manipulating subject headings and understanding Boolean logic. How to search by author when the author isn’t a person, such as a government or an organization. A discussion on the nature and purposes of a book, as opposed to a journal article will be included.  Also included will be information on Worldcat and accessing other libraries catalogs, as well as interlibrary loan.  Printed catalogs are generally used for primary research and will be included in the primary section below.

Finding Journal Articles and Using Indexes:  What a periodical index does.  How to select an appropriate index and interpret the citations contained inside.  How articles are reviewed and selected or rejected for inclusion in a publication.  How and when (and why!) to use a citation index.  Web portion of this chapter could include tutorials for common online indexes that many institutions subcribe to.  The obvious indexes would be American:  History and Life, Historical Abstracts, Periodical Abstracts, or Academic Search Premier.  A second web exercise could help students think about looking at indexes outside of the field of history, but appropriate for their topics (for instance MLA International for literary  and intellectual history or Geobase/Geographical Abstracts for a special focus to history)


Bibliographies:  What they are and how they are different from Indexes above.  When they are useful and when they are dated.

The Thrill of Historical Discovery:  Primary Sources

Hunting for Primary Sources:  What to know before beginning.  While very interesting, primary sources present challenges that beginning students do not always grasp the challenges.  A short discussion Types and challenges of  -- sense of what can be expexted from different time periods – books – medieval, indexes to serials in 18-19 century, very brief history of the written record, who produced the written record and why and what can substitiute for the written record and how this gets into archaealogoy.  List categories of primary sources. Issues of terminology and language of the time.  Challenges of foreign langs and latin.

Sources Published for Mass Consumption (Books, Journals and Magazine Articles)

Unpublished Sources and Manuscripts 

Business and Corporate Records

Images

Government Documents

Organizational Documents

Statitics

Public Records and Genealogical Resources

Special Problems:  Ancient, Medieval, and Non-record producing cultures

Special Problmes:  Dealing with non-English language primary sources

Maps as Primary Sources and using GIS to explain data

Evaluation of Materials:  

Historians and the Internet.  The Internet can be used in many creative ways for historical research.  Sites contain oral histories, primary source documents, collections of varied primary materials.  Students need to learn when the Internet is an appropriate tool, how to search for webs sites (either through a search engine or a search directory), and how to evaluate what they discover.  In evaluation, students need to question what is left out of the online collection, and the bias of the presentation.  Students will learn how to search for images and documents and how to properly use them in their research, while respecting copyright.  Students will also learn about why scholarly articles are seldom on the Internet.  Students will also learn about the ‘deep web’ and hidden information.  

Examples such as American Memory (http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amhome.html), Valley of the Shadow (http://www.iath.virginia.edu/vshadow2/) will be discussed, as well as sites designed to deceive or expose deception, such as Martin Luther King Jr.: An Historical Examination (http://martinlutherking.org/) and  The Commisar Vanishes (http://www.newseum.org/berlinwall/commissar_vanishes/).  Also discussed will be the role that listservs (h-net)  and organizations such as the Center for History and the New Media (http://chnm.gmu.edu/index1.html) play in historical discourse.

Conclusion

