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Dominant Colonial Revival 32. Roof Type
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Roof Material
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)
This is a one-story brick chapel designed in a simple Colonial Revival style. Dominant features include the central belltower with
copper-roofed spire and the tall front portico with four lonic columns supporting a pediment with modillions at the eaves and an oval
window at the center. The central entrance has a broken pediment surround. Side elevations display four tall round-arched windows with
keystones, designed to light the interior sanctuary. The building eaves have modillions and the roof is slate. On the interior, the building
was designed with a sanctuary seating about 150, choir loft and office on the first floor, and restrooms, prayer room and meeting space
on the lower level.
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43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

Sesquicentennial Chapel was constructed in 1959 as a gift from alumni and friends in observance of Miami University's 150th anniversary.
Chapel services had been an early tradition at Miami with chapel first held in Old Main, then at Benton Hall (now Hall Auditorium) until the
student body outgrew that facility. President John D. Millett advocated the idea of a Chapel as a Sesquicentennial project 'to reaffirm that
education is our principal preoccupation, but that religious faith must still help to give content and meaning to our lives.' The chapel was to
be non-denominational, open to all and was considered a living memorial at Miami. Its cost to build was $280,000. The architect was
Cellarius and Hilmer, the Cincinnati firm who helped the university to firmly establish its continued...

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)
The Chapel is located near the center of the Miami University campus. It occupies the corner of Maple and Spring Streets near other
campus buildings; trees and lawn give it an appropriate context.

45. Sources of Information
Flintermann, Peter, Miami Buildings Past and Present, 1966; Millett, John D. 'The Reasons for the Sesquicentennial Chapel,' no date; MU
Physical Facilities, Building Information, 2005; Chris Brock and Alea Jordan, Getty Campus Heritage Grant Student Report, Professor Curt
Ellison, Fall 2008.
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8. Site Plan with North Arrow

54. Farmstead Plan :
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Door Selection:
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

43. History and Significance (Con't)

Georgian/Colonial Revival architectural tradition. Sesquicentennial Chapel was dedicated on June 7, 1959 at the Baccalaureate exercises
for the class of 1959. The carillon chimes were dedicated in October, 1959, a gift from the national council of Delta Zeta sorority, founded at
Miami in 1902, and of Delta Sigma Epsilon, founded at Miami in 1914 (the two merged in 1955). The Chapel continues to be used by a variety
of campus groups as well as for weddings and other events.

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45. Sources (Con't)




