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17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s) 31. Wall Construction

1956 Unknown

18. Style Class and Design Date

Dominant Neo-Classical Revival 32. Roof Type

Gable Associated Activity
Roof Material
18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s) Clay tile
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary) oo
Porter Hall is a 3-1/2 story red brick gable-roofed residential hall built in 1956 in a Georgian Revival style. Its west facade faces the street S @
and serves as the primary elevation. The building has a long rectangular orientation, with wings that step down from the main center (o) 8
block. At the north end the last wing is turned 90 degrees to form an L. Porter Hall is nearly a mirror image of Dodds Hall located directly “,} &
across the quad to the east. The center block has 7 bays with roof dormers and a pair of gable end chimneys in the Georgian Revival 9 g
style. Other details are classically inspired, including multi-pane 8-over-8 window sash, Flemish bond brick pattern, doors with P g
entablature surround, pedimented dormers and cornice modillions. There is a small flat-roofed entry porch on the west elevation and a o ;
semicircular wood entry porch with paired Doric columns on the east elevation facing the quadrangle. g
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43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

Porter Hall was the first of a group of four large dormitories and dining hall built from 1956-1961 facing what is known as the South
Quadrangle of the South Campus at Miami University. This area had formerly been the site of the Miami Lodges, temporary housing
constructed in 1947 to house approximately 600 men who came campus following WWII. The South Quad dorms were built in response to
enrollment increases. Porter Hall was built in 1956 and dedicated in 1957. It provided space for 225 women, and was the first hall at Miami
to have built-in furniture. There were no dining facilities in the dorm, as its residents used a central dining hall. In the first years, this was
the mess hall used for Miami Lodges. Porter was followed in 1961 by the remaining buildings - Anderson, Dodds and Stanton continued...

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

Occupies a location on the west side of the quadrangle at Miami University, in the vicinity of other similar residential dormitories from the

same period.

45. Sources of Information

Miami Alumnus, September 1, 1955 + March, 1957; Physical Plant Department, Construction Information, 1975; MU Physical Facilities,

building information, 2005.
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8. Site Plan with North Arrow

54. Farmstead Plan :
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

43. History and Significance (Con't)

Halls and Harris Dining Hall - which were designed by Cellarius and Hilmer. McCracken Hall, built in 1957 and 1961, completes the
quadrangle to the north. Porter Hall was named for Elizabeth Porter, an 1851 graduate of Oxford College who was married in 1853 to David
Swing, an 1852 graduate of Miami who became famous in the ministry.

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45. Sources (Con't)




