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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)
This is an impressive early 20th century dormitory with Classical Revival features. Constructed of red brick trimmed in limestone, it is
three stories with a hipped roof and raised basement of rusticated limestone block. The building is crowned by a brick parapet and
projecting cornice with heavy modillions on four sides. Numerous windows are flat-headed with splayed stone lintels on first and third
floors, plain lintels on the second floor. The first floor is rusticated brick, set off with a stone belt course. Entries are located on all four
sides, with the south side being the most prominent. Here, the entry is recessed, with a massive rusticated stone surround. Also present
on this side is a large projecting bay at the dormitory's living room and a smaller bay window flanking the entry to the east. The east side
of the building has a distinctive portico with limestone base and corner piers, and wood Doric columns. On the west side are a pair of
oriel bays at the second and third floors. A raised platform reaching the door on this side is a later addition.

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

McKee Hall was constructed in 1904 as the first separate dormitory built to serve Oxford's Western College for Women. It was dedicated at
the school's 1904 commencement. Begun as Western Female Seminary in 1853, the school had evolved by the 1880s into full college
status, with the first four-year classical course of instruction leading to a Bachelor of Arts established in 1893. In 1904, the seminary
instruction was dropped in favor of a full college curriculum and the name was changed to The Western College for Women. This building,
known originally as New Hall, was named in 1917 to honor Leila McKee, who led the college through those changes as its president from
1888 to 1904.

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)
Occupies a spacious setting among other collegiate buildings on the Western College campus of Miami University.
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45. Sources of Information
Mitchell, Lawrence, Western Female Seminary, National Register nomination, 1979; Miami University Libraries Digital Collections; Elliott,

Valerie E., Oxford, Arcadia Publishing, 2004.
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8. Site Plan with North Arrow

54. Farmstead Plan :

Door Selection:

Single off center

Door Position:

Recessed

Orientation:
Gable end axis

Symmetry:

Bilateral asymmetry

Report Associated With Project:

NADB #:
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