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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)
Designed in a contemporary modernistic style, the Center for Performing Arts has a monumental two-story arcaded and glazed curtain
wall that occupies the north, east and west sides of the main block containing the performance space at the north end of the building. A
set of steps leads to a pair of entry doors at the center of the north (front) elevation and also to an entrance on each side. Set back from
the facade to east and west are squarish hip-roofed wings executed in brick. The south (rear) elevation has a similar appearance with
hip-roofed wings flanking a five-bay arcaded wall that encloses a rear courtyard.

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

The Center for Performing Arts (CPA) was constructed in 1969 to house the Departments of Music and Theater. The building was dedicated
in 1971. It was designed by the architectural firm of Cellarius and Hilmer, its contemporary architecture a symbol of its use as a
performance hall. A unique building on the Miami campus, CPA has similarities to the Lincoln Center in New York City. Prior to its
construction, the university's theater department had been located in Old Main (demolished 1958), then Fisher Hall after 1958, with
performance spaces that had become inadequate for the university by the 1960s. The music department had its offices in Hall Auditorium
and Clokey Hall. The Center for Performing Arts provided a location for both theater and music departments to be housed in one building.

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)
The building anchors the south end of the Fine Arts Quad on the campus of Miami University. To its north is a plaza with cascading
fountain that empties into a low rectangular reflecting pond in the center of the quad. Directly across the plaza is the Shriver Center.
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45. Sources of Information
MU Physical Facilities, Building Information, 2005; Dobrozsi, Ashley, Getty Campus Heritage Grant Student Report, Professor Curt Ellison,

Fall 2008.
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8. Site Plan with North Arrow

54. Farmstead Plan :

Door Selection:

Single centered

Door Position:
Flush

Orientation:

Gable end axis

Symmetry:

Bilateral symmetry
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

43. History and Significance (Con't)

The facility included a 400-seat theater, a recital hall with 150 theater-type seats, a music library and listening center, 76 individual music
rehearsal rooms, a large band and orchestra practice room, a 'green room," dressing and makeup rooms and large areas in the basement for
prop and costume storage.

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45. Sources (Con't)




