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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)
Bishop Woods is a natural dense woods which stands in contrast to the manicured public spaces elsewhere on the Miami University
campus. Four irregular paved paths criss-cross the woods, leading to academic buildings to the north, west and south. The woods are
surrounded by a semi-circular roadway, named Bishop Drive. At its intersections with Patterson Avenue to the east are the Bishop
Memorial Gates, a pair of brick piers and low brick walls that mark each side of the intersection. Designed to reflect the formal classical
red-brick style of the campus, these gates mark a symbolic entrance to the university. Each of the four piers is brick trimmed in stone,
topped with a copper lantern, and with a stone plaque carved with '‘Bishop Memorial Miami University 1809-1959' on the street-facing side.
Each pier is 'supported’ by a short brick wall capped in stone, connected by a graceful curve and stone bracket to the side of the pier.

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

Bishop Woods was originally referred to as Lower Campus Woods. The existing semi-circular layout for the woods is shown in a 'Survey
and Plan for the Central Quadrangle and East Half of the Main Campus' by landscape architect Donald B. Johnston, dated August 6, 1948.
At the time, Upham Hall at the west side of the woods was partially constructed and plans for new buildings symmetrically placed to the
north and south of the woods were shown in footprint. A note on the plan indicates that it was an update for a plan made 12 years before.
In 1960, the gates were erected at each intersection of the semi-circular drive with Patterson Avenue. The gates were a gift of Mrs. Robert
Hamilton Bishop IV of Cleveland, as memorial to her husband, a 1903 Miami graduate and university trustee from 1918 to continued...
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44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

The woods and gates form an entrance to Miami University, particularly the central quadrangle defined by Upham Hall and its surrounding
academic buildings and open spaces. The gates present a formal entrance to the semi-circular drive, while the woods themselves are
dense and natural. The site is bordered by Patterson Avenue on the east and academic buildings on the north, west and south.

45. Sources of Information
Johnston, Donald B., Survey and Plan for the Central Quadrangle and East Half of Main Campus, Miami University, August 6, 1948; Miami

University archives, building and subject files.
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

43. History and Significance (Con't)

1955. His great-grandfather, Robert Hamilton Bishop, was the university's first president. The gates are considered a memorial to all
members of the Bishop family who served Miami University. They were dedicated June 4, 1960.

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45. Sources (Con't)




